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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The specification fails to 
disclose a programmable processor as claimed in the independent claims 1, 12 and 15. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the media player." There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 12 recites "connecting over the wide area network. . . authenticating with the 
central server. . . obtaining from the central server. . . connecting to the agent. . . receiving from the 
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agent. . . passing to a media player. . ." it is unclear as to what or who (i.e. client, server, etc) is 
performing these steps. Similar issue resides in claim 15. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. "A set of stored instruction" is non-statutory as not being 
tangibly embodied in a manner so as to be executable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
2002/0013852 by Janik. 



Regarding claim 1, Janik teaches a set of stored instructions that, when read by a 
programmable processor, results in the processor performing a process, the process comprising: 
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storing meta data information describing media files available on the process 1 host (figure 
1: 96; paragraph 0132); 

receiving over the WAN a connection from a remote client process and a request for at 
least some of the stored meta data information [0120]; 

communicating to the remote client process the requested meta data information and an 
identifier for uniquely identifying a media file described by the requested meta data information 
[0120]; 

receiving a request to transfer the media file, the request including the identifier; and 
transmitting the requested media file to the media player as a stream (figure 1: paragraphs 0003, 
0117; 0162). 

Regarding claim 2, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 1, wherein the 
identifier is a uniform resource identifier [0132]. 

Regarding claim 3, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 1, wherein the 
process further comprises communicating to a remote server a wide area network address to be 
used to connect to the process over the WAN (abstract: internet). 
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Regarding claim 4, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 3, wherein the 
process further comprises determining whether the process is able to receive connections from a 
wide area network (WAN) [0082]. 

Regarding claim 5, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 1, wherein the 
process further comprises configuring a network address translation (NAT) router to enable the 
process to receive connections from the WAN [0107], 

Regarding claim 6, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 1, wherein the 
process runs on a host device connected to a local area network and further comprises 
automatically discovering other instances of the process running on other host devices connected 
to the same local area network as the process and connects to the other instances of the process 
[0115]. 

Regarding claim 7, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 6, wherein the 
process reports to the remote server information on the other instances of the process discovered 
by the process [0115]. 
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Regarding claim 8, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 6, wherein the 
process receives a request from the remote client process to transmit a media file as a stream to 
an instance of a local client process running on the same local area network [0120]. 

* 

Regarding claim 9, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 1, wherein the 
process further comprises searching the local host for media files and storing meta data 
describing the located media files [0079]. 

Regarding claim 10, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 9, wherein the 
process searches media further comprises searching devices connected with the local host for 
media files [0089]. 

Regarding claim 11, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 1, wherein the 
process is limited to transmitting one stream at a time (abstract). 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
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subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
2004/0254887 Al by Jacoby. 

Regarding claim 15, Jacoby teaches t set of stored instructions that, when read by a 
programmable processor, results in the processor performing a process, the process comprising: 

receiving a first connection over a wide area network from a first process; receiving a 
second connection from a second process requesting connection to the first process; forwarding 
packets received from the second process over the second connection to the first process 
connecting to a proxy server on the WAN (figure 1). 



Regarding claim 16, Jacoby teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 15, wherein the 
first connection is identified with a unique identifier, and wherein the second connection 
identifies the first connection by the identifier (abstract). 



Regarding claim 17, Jacoby teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 15, wherein the 
packets are communicating a streamed media file (abstract). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Janik in 
view of Jacoby. 

Regarding claim 12, Janik teaches a set of stored instructions that, when read by a 
programmable processor, results in the processor performing a process, the process comprising: 

connecting over a wide area network (WAN) to a central server (abstract; figure 1); and 
passing to a media player a unique identifier for the media file, which permits the media player 
to request transmission of the media file as a stream (figure 1: paragraphs 0003, 01 17; 0162). 

However, Janik does not explicitly teach authenticating with the central server using an 
identifier; obtaining from the central server a WAN address for an agent processes associated 
with the identifier; connecting to the agent process at the WAN address; receiving from the agent 
process information for uniquely identifying on the WAN a media file available for streaming; 
passing to a media player a unique identifier for the media file, which permits the media player 
to request transmission of the media file as a stream, the identifier including the WAN address 
for the agent process. 
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In an analogous art, Jacoby teaches streaming media file from a server to a client player 
over the network. The streaming includes a metering URL (meta data), which allows the client to 
request and obtain media files which permits the transmission of the media file to be played on 
the client's media player (abstract; figures 1 and 5). Client is able to access to the server by 
authentication [0040, 0048,0050,0054]. At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill 
in the art would have been motivated to incorporate the teaching of Jacoby into the teaching of 
Janik in order to provide access security to the system, thus making the system more protected. 

Regarding claim 13, Janik teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 12, wherein the 
unique identifier is comprised of a uniform resource identifier (URI) [0132]. 

Regarding claim 14, Jacoby teaches the set of stored instructions of claim 12, wherein the 
process further comprises requesting the agent process for information describing media files 
available for streaming to the client process (figure 1). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alina N. Boutah whose telephone number is 571-272-3908. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (9:00 am - 5:00 pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



ftH, 




ANB 



